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“Delivered From an Angry God of Doom and Disaster”      Text – Deut. 32:1-43/Hebrews 10:26-31     LD 4 

Read Lord’s Day 4.

Explain that we will read Scripture very soon.

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Some of you won’t like me saying this but it is just 127 days until Christmas!  And as we all know, at Christmas, Santa comes down the chimney to give good boys and girls heaps of presents.   
Now, I only mention this because there are some people who like to think that God and Santa are basically the same thing – you know, that God is a jolly old fellow who likes to give good things to people.  So he gives you eternal life and he will also give you love, peace, and stuff you need so that you can be happy and realize your potential and fulfil all your dreams on earth.  And that is the god they preach and worship.
Now, some are a bit more refined than that and admit that the God of the Old Testament (OT) was a rather nasty deity who was full of fire and brimstone and judgment.  But now, in Jesus, He has become a God of love and peace and kindness.  He has taken off His ‘angry hat,’ as it were, and has left it in the wardrobe of OT history.  Now He is just the NT God of love.
Well, if you have looked at the bulletin and seen the title for this sermon, you will know that I have called it ‘Deliverance from an Angry God of Doom and Disaster.’  
And I have done so, in part, by way of homage to the American preacher and theologian, Jonathan Edwards.  Edwards was a part of what is known in history as The Great Awakening.  This was a tremendous revival that took place in North America in the 1700s.  And one particular sermon of Edwards that the Lord saw fit to use powerfully was called Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.  It is a sermon preached from just one line of a verse in Deuteronomy 32 that we will soon read.  
But was Edwards right to describe God as Angry?  May we speak of God as an Angry God of Doom and Disaster today?  
Well, a few moments ago we sung a paraphrase of Psalm 5.  That Psalm says this of God: “You hate all who do wrong.  You destroy those who tell lies; bloodthirsty and deceitful men the LORD abhors.”

And Nahum 1:2 says, “The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the LORD takes vengeance and is filled with wrath.”  
And those two verses seem very clear in relation to this matter.  God is indeed an angry God – He hates all who do wrong; He is an avenging God; He is filled with wrath.”
Some will immediately point out though that those quotes come from the OT.  Their question will be, what about the NT?  Is that also the God of the NT?  
Well, God says in Malachi 3:6, “I the Lord do not change.”  God is unchangeable in His being.  The very idea that God changes His essential character between the OT and the NT is completely wrong.  Nevertheless, because this idea is so widespread, it is necessary that we let Scripture speak a little more on this matter.  
So what we want to do today is start with Deuteronomy 32 and spend some time walking through that passage to prepare us for Hebrews 10.  And I trust that we shall all see that the God of the NT is the God of the OT; He has not changed between testaments.  But we will also see that there is change from the OT to the NT.  
So, the Unchanging God, and the change from OT to NT, in the light of DT32/Heb10
So turn with me please, first of all, to Deuteronomy 32. (p.216)
Context – Moses has led the people of Israel to the very edge of the Promised Land.  
· In ch’s 27-28, he has laid out the blessings that come from obedience and the curses that come from disobedience (very important chapters for understanding the rest of the OT).  
· In ch. 30, He has called on the people to choose obedience; to choose life.  
· In ch. 31, he tells the people that Joshua will lead them after he dies, and then he requires God’s law to be read to the people every seven years, and then he tells the people that one day they will break the covenant and that the song that he is about to sing, which is ch. 32, will be a witness against them.  
1. And if you look at v30, you see that Moses sings the song of the covenant.  And vv1-3 of ch. 32 are the introduction to the song.  (Read)  
a. And here Moses calls on heaven and earth to act as a witness of this solemn covenant.  And later on, when Israel did become idolatrous and immoral, and the prophets came to warn them about their sin, they say “I call heaven and earth as a witness against your sin, O Israel.”  They point back to this covenant song.
2. But Moses then continues, in vv4-6. (Read)  
a. And in these words, Moses speaks about a faithful God and an unfaithful people.  God is this unchanging, perfect Rock, but Israel is like warped and crooked pottery, because of her sins.  
i. Have you boys and girls ever tried to make a pottery bowl out of clay on a spinning wheel?  The teacher up front sets the wheel spinning and dumps some clay on the wheel and gets to work and in a few minutes has this beautiful vase standing there.  And then you do exactly what he or she did but you end up with something that looks like a cross between a mushroom and a hippopotamus!  
ii. Well, if there was some cable that allowed your or my brain to be plugged into a projector so that every one of our thoughts, words and actions could play as a movie for us all to see, would we look like perfect vases or deformeds lump of clay?  The latter.
iii. But of course, this is why the gospel of God’s grace in Jesus is such good news, isn’t it.  Perfect vase-like lives don’t need a Saviour.  Deformed lump of clay-like lives need a Saviour!!  And Jesus is the Saviour we need!
3. Well, Moses continues next with vv7-14. (Read)  
a. And here, the goodness of God is recounted.  Of all the nations of the world, God set His saving affection on Israel!  And the imagery here speaks of God rescuing Israel from out of Egypt (v10) and bringing them through the desert to the land of abundance and plenty (vv11-14).  
4. But now look at vv15-18. (Read).  
a. Jeshurun is God’s ‘pet name’ for Israel, if you will.  In v4, the word ‘upright’ translates the Hebrew word Jashar.  Jashar and Jeshurun are from the same word family.  So Jeshurun basically means ‘God’s little upright ones.’  
b. But they are not upright here, are they.  They have abandoned and rejected God for idols.  They sacrifice to demons!  God is forgotten.  
c. And when you think about it, that is as good a way to describe sin as any: Sin is forgetting God; it is forgetting His commands.  
5. Well, what is God’s response?  We read vv19-25. (Read)  
a. v19 tells us that the Lord saw Israel’s sins.  Nothing that is done on earth escapes His attention.  And He is angered by their idolatry.  He will heap calamities on them.  He will send famine and pestilence and invading armies who will carry them into exile.  
b. And this is exactly what they deserved.  God had told them that if they broke His commandments He would punish them in these ways.  Sin deserves God’s angry judgment.  
6. But look now at vv26-35.  In vv26-27, God pauses, as it were.  (read)  
a. God is remembering His warning that He would scatter Israel, but He knows that the nations who invade Israel are not going to honour the Lord in anyway; they would think they have done all this because they were so strong and clever.  
b. So as we continue with vv28-31, we hear God describing the nations that He would use to punish Israel, like Babylon.  (Read)  
i. God is saying that the only reason they will be successful is because He chooses not to fight on behalf of Israel.  When they win, they will praise ‘their rock,’ meaning their idol gods, when in actual fact the only reason they win is because  “their Rock,” capital R, the God of Israel, gave them up.  
c. And then, in vv32-33, the character of these invading nations is described.  (Read)  
i. They actually are as wicked as Sodom and Gomorrah.  Homosexuality and rape and violence.  
d. So in vv34-35, God makes it very clear that those nations will be judged for the evil they do to His people.  (Read)  
So is God an angry God?  Yes He is.  He is angry with sin.  
Is God a God of doom and disaster?  Yes He is.  It says so, here in these verses: “Their day of disaster is near and their doom rushes upon them.”  The wickedness of those nations that invade Israel will be punished, because God must punish sin.
7. But now look at the song’s conclusion – vv36-43. (Read)  
a. God will be the God who judges Israel for her stubborn idolatry, but He will also be the God who has “compassion on His servants.”  He will not destroy them and blot them out forever.  
b. So how is this possible?  If God must punish sin, how can He also show compassion?  How can God be just and merciful with the same people?    
c. Well, we see the answer in v43, “Rejoice, O nations, with His people, for He will avenge the blood of His servants; He will take vengeance on His enemies and make atonement for His land and people.”  
i. Boys and girls, atonement means to be At One.
ii. And the atonement picture we are given here is of God punishing a substitute instead of the people of Israel.  God puts the guilt of His people onto the wicked, invading armies and punishes them instead of His people.  In this way then, He remains just and merciful.  
iii. This is just a picture that points us to how God really will deal with the sins of His people, including you and me.  He will punish a substitute so that He is free to show us mercy. 
So now let’s turn to Hebrews 10:26-31. (p1261)  Read.
· So here is our first question: Is the God we read about here angry with sin?  Is this NT God a God of doom and disaster towards unrepentant sinners?  Yes.  “If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.”  
· So is the God of Hebrews 10 a different God than the God of Deuteronomy 32?  No.  “"The Lord will judge his people."  It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”  God is still terribly angry with sin; God must punish sin.  So the God of the OT is the same God we meet in the NT.  God does not change between testaments!
· But look with me now at v26.  “If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left.”  
· The people of Israel were stubborn idolaters over many generations.  They were exceedingly wicked.  But still God showed compassion on them.  He exiled them for 70 years but then He brought them back to the Promised Land.

· But the author of Hebrews says that if we who live now keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left.”  Why?  What has changed between Deut. 32 and Hebrews 10?  
i. Jesus has come.  He who is THE TRUTH has come.  He who is the sacrifice for sins has come.  He is the change!   While God made allowance for what we could call OT ‘ignorance,’ that is not so now.
ii. If you have heard about who Jesus is and what He came to do and you understand Jesus but still you deliberately keep on sinning – and we are not talking here about the occasional temporary lapse into sin, but the unrelenting, defiant, deliberate, willful living in sin – well, you insult God’s grace in Jesus Christ; you are despising the gospel itself.  
iii. And if this is you, I have to warn you that “it is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”  If you do not repent, there is no sacrifice for sins left.  When you stand in front of God on Judgment Day, it will be too late.
But we must not finish there.  I said a moment ago that the change between Deut. 32 and Hebrews 10 is Jesus.  And by that I don’t mean that Jesus is not in the OT or that the gospel is not in the OT.  I simply mean that the Jesus or the gospel is ‘veiled’ or ‘shadowy’ in the OT.  The New of the NT is a living and breathing Saviour – the full and perfect revelation of God’s grace in Jesus – the plain and clear Son of God who came to die on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.
· Think again of the last part of Deut 32.  How was a just God able to show compassion to Israel?  By pouring out His wrath on a substitute – the invading armies.  
· And how does this point us to Jesus?  Well, when Jesus hung on the cross, having taken all the sins of God’s people on His shoulders, He became God’s enemy; God spilled His blood; God poured all His wrath out on Jesus; and in this way He made atonement for His people.  And that is why there was darkness.  And that is why He cried out as the forsaken one.  Don’t ask me to explain how it is possible, but those who are one became enemies for those moments, until God’s wrath was satisfied.  
And that is why the author of Hebrews has written these words.  He wants us to listen and repent and believe in Jesus.  

God is an angry God of doom and disaster toward unrepentant sinners.  

But God is a God of grace and compassion toward those who repent and believe in Jesus.  There is deliverance, in Jesus, from the angry God of doom and destruction. Amen! 
